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MAGOR  & ST.  MELLONS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


* ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1948. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Magor  and 
St.  Mellons  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

1 beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  upon  the  general  con- 
ditions of  Public  Health  for  the  year  for  the  Rural  District  of 
Magor  and  St.  Mellons. 


The  Report  is  drawn  up  on  the  lines  indicated  in  Circular 
3/49  (Wales)  of  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health. 

During  the  year  1948  the  duties  of  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  were  carried  out  by  Dr.  Harvey  Nichol,  M.A.,  M.B., 
D.P.H.,  from  January  1st  until  March  3 1st,  by  Dr.  B.  L 
MacQuillan,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H.,  from  1st  April 
until  30th  June.  For  the  last  6 months  of  the  year  the  Council 
were  without  an  appointed  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  dur- 
ing this  period  Dr.  W.  Panes,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H., 
Deputy  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Monmouthshire] 
undertook  the  major  duties  and  was  available  for  consultation 
and  advice  when  required. 


Consequently,  1 would  respectfully  draw  your  attention 
to  the  fact  that  this  Report  has  been  prepared  from  inform- 
ation available  in  the  Department,  and  cannot  be  considered 
complete  and  comprehensive  in  all  respects.  Thfe  same  remarks 
will,  m the  main,  apply  to  the  Report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

3. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Population  estimated  for  1948 
Area  (consisting  of  twenty-six  parishes). 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Rateable  value 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  ... 


12,700 
44,164  acres 


3,68 
£78 
£30 


,686 

.30 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Birth  Rate. 


The  number  of  births 

registered  was 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Total  Births 

...  146 

1 12 

258 

Legitimate 

...  136 

108 

144 

Illegitimate 

10 

4 

14 

Total  Still  Births  . 

4 

3 

7 

Legitimate 

4 

3 

7 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

The  Birth  Rate  per  I ,000  of  the  population  for  I 948  was  20.3 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  population  for 

1948  was  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  0.33 

The  Birth  Rate  for  England  & Wales  for  1948  was  ...  17.9 
The  Still  Birth  Rate  for  England  & Wales  for  1948  was  0.42 
The  Birth  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  for  1948  was  ...  19.2 
The  Still  Birth  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  for  1948  was  ...  0.51 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

The  Number  of  Deaths  was  I 1 (M.3,  F.8) 

giving  a rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  38.7 

The  Rate  for  the  whole  of  England  & Wales  was  34.0 
The  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  was  ...  ...  43.7 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  •••  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ...  Nil 
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Ages  of  Children  at  Death  under  1 year: 


I — 2 weeks 
2 — 3 weeks 
3 4 weeks 


Under  I week  . . . 


2 

3 


Nil 


Total  under  I month  ...  6 


I — 3 months 
3 — 6 months 
6 — 9 months 
9 — 1 2 months 


Nil 


Total  under  I year  ...  II 

DEATH  RATE. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  I 53 
(M.,  64;  F.,  89),  giving  a Death  Rate  of  12.2  per  1,000. 

The  Death  Rate  for  England  & Wales  was  ...  10.8 


1 he  Death  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  from  Puerperal 
Sepsis  for  England  and  Wales  was  0.11. 

The  Death  per  I ,000  total  births  from  other  Puerperal 
causes  for  England  and  Wales  was  0.73. 

The  Death  Rate  per  I ,000  births  from  Puerperal  Sepsis 
for  Monmouthshire  was  0.32. 

The  Death  Rate  per  I ,000  total  births  from  other  Puer- 
peral causes  for  Monmouthshire  was  I .60. 


The  Death  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  was 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis 
Deaths  from  other  Puerperal  causes 
Giving  a Rate  per  1,000  births  of 


I 1.1 
Nil 
Nil 
Nil 
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Causei  Of  Death.  M F. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  Nil.  Nil, 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  Nil.  Nil. 

Scarlet  Fever  1 Nil. 

Whooping  Cough  Nil.  Nil. 

Diphtheria  Nil  H ) 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  1 1 

Other  Forms  of  1 uberculosis  Nil.  Nil. 

Syphilitic  Diseases  Nil.  Nil. 

Influenza  Nil.  1 

Measles  Nil.  Nil. 

Acute  Polio-Myelitis  and  Polio-Encephalitis  1 Nil. 

Acute  Inf  Encephalitis  ....  Nil.  Nil. 

Cancer  of  Mouth,  Oesoph  : and  Uterus  Nil.  1 

Cancer  of  Stomach  aud  Duodenum  i 2 

Cancer  of  Breast  Nil.  4 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  — — 7 8 

Diabetes  — Nil. 

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  1 18 

Heart  Disease  ......  24  23 

Other  Diseases  of  circulatory  System  — 1 4 

Bronchitis  — — 5 3 

Pneumonia  — — 8 2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  — 1 1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  Nil.  Nil. 

Diarrhoea,  (under  2 years)  Nil.  Nil. 

Appendicitis  — Nil.  Nil. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  2 2 

Nephritis  — — 3 1 

Puerperal  and  Post  Abortion  Sepsis  ....  Nil.  Nil. 

Other  Maternal  Causes  Nil.  Nil. 

Premature  Birth  — Nil.  3 

Congenital  Mal-nutrition,  Birth  Injury  Infantile  Diseases  Nil.  2 

Suicide  — - 1 Nil. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  1 Nil. 

Other  violent  causes  ......  Nil.  4 

All  Other  causes  — 5 7 


Totals  64  S9 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Two  Sanitary  Inspectors 
(whole  time  Officers). 

A contribution  of  one-half  of  the  salaries  is  paid  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

HOSPITAL  SERVICES,  Etc. 

Since  July  5th,  1948,  these  are  administered  by  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1S46. 

This  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  5th  July,  1948,  and 
many  existing  Health  Services  were  substantially  altered  and 
extended  and  new  Services  were  initiated. 

The  Monmouthshire  County  Council,  as  Local  Health 
Authority,  are  responsible  for  the  arrangements  and  Admini- 
stration of  the  Services  under  Part  111  of  the  Act. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  these  Services: — 

( I ) Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

(2)  Midwifery  Services. 

(3)  Health  Visiting. 

(4)  Home  Nursing. 

(5)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

(6)  Ambulance  Services. 

(7)  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care. 

(8)  Domestic  Help. 

(9)  Duties  under  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment 

Act,  and  Mental  Deficiency  Acts. 

Full  details  of  these  Services  are  contained  in  a Brochure 
entitled  “Guide  to  Local  Health  Services”  issued  by  the  Mon- 
mouthshire County  Council  to  all  Local  Authorities.  Unfortun- 
ately, the  limited  number  of  copies  available  precluded  dist- 
ribution to  Members  of  the  Council. 

MIDWIVES. 

The  number  of  midwives  practicing  in  the  area  is  5 : — 

County  Midwives: 

Langstone  ...  I Rogerstone. . . 1 

Castleton  ...  I Rhiwderin  ...  I 

Independent. 

Nash  ...  ...  ...  1 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water  Supplies. 

As  indicated  in  previous  Reports  the  position  concerning 
the  sufficiency  and  quality  of  the  water  supply  for  the  Rur^ 
District  can  be  regarded  as  generally  satisfactory,  except  in  the 
parishes  of  Henllys,  Bettws  and  Michaelstone-y-Fedw  and  for 
outlying  farms  and  scattered  dwelling-houses  throughout  the 
district  which  are  situated  beyond  the  area  of  piped  supplies 
from  waterworks.  For  these  premises,  water  is  obtained  by  the 
householders  from  adjacent  "Springs”  or  “Wells”  and  is,  of 
course,  of  variable  quantity  and  quality,  and  in  a compara- 
tively few  cases  house-holders  are  dependent  upon  rain-water 
storage  tanks. 

During  the  year  contracts  in  connection  with  the  Coun- 
cil’s water  schemes  for  Henllys,  Bettws  and  Michaelstone-y- 
Fedw  were  let.  When  completed  the  major  portion  of  the 
population  in  every  parish,  with  the  exception  of  Llanvaches, 
will  be  served  with  a piped  supply  of  water. 

These  new  water  schemes  will  provide  a more  satis- 
factory piped  water  supply  in  these  three  parishes  as  follows: 

Henllys  will  serve  52  premises  (including  farms  and 
a school ) . 

Michaelstone  will  serve  22  premises  (including 
farms  and  a school)  . 

Bettws  will  serve  9 farms  and  cottages. 

The  piped  supplies  of  water  in  this  Rural  District  from 
water  works  are  constant  and  not  intermittent,  and  are  not 
liable  to  plumbo-solvency  action. 

Further  details  of  water  supplies  and  the  results  of 
samples  submitted  for  Bacteriological  examination  and  Chem- 
ical analysis  are  included  in  the  Report  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Full  particulars  concerning  each  Parish  within  the  Rural 
District  are  given  in  the  following  table: 
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Particulars  of  Piped  Water  Supplies 
in  each  Parish. 


A.  By  Local  Authority  or  Statutory  Water  Undertakers — 


Number  of 

Number 

Estimated 

Approximate 

PARISH 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Supplied 

Population 

Population 

."erved 

Rogerstone 

1,408 

1,357 

4,690 

4,478 

Graig 

367 

350 

1,120 

1,050 

Marshfield 

224 

199 

800 

710 

St.  Mellon's 

301 

279 

940 

873 

St.  Brides  W. 

00 

50 

285 

237 

Peterstone  W. 

38 

36 

120 

112 

Henilys 

83 

2 

350 

8 

Bettws 

43 

11 

175 

44 

Michaelstone-y- 

Vedw  47 

6 

152 

19 

Langstone 

215 

196 

705 

646 

Llan  wern 

83 

64 

330 

255 

Bishton 

44 

40 

120 

110 

Kemys  Inferior 

42 

28 

160 

no 

Llan  martin 

58 

44 

210 

158 

Llandavenny 

10 

7 

48 

34 

Nash 

81 

77 

375 

354 

Goldcjiffe 

58 

46 

2 1 2 

168 

Whitson 

19 

18 

*80 

76 

Red  wick 

53 

51 

160 

153 

Penhow 

76 

53 

285 

196 

Wilcrick 

5 

4 

24 

20 

Magor 

148 

144 

520 

505 

Llanvaches 

62 

24 

210 

82 

B.  By  Estate  Private 

Reservoirs — - 

Rogerstone 

Given  above 

29 

Given  above 

93 

Graig 

t > 

13 

» > 

39 

Marshfield 

> > 

5 

J J 

18 

Minhaelstone-y- 

Fedw ,, 

2 

•f 

6 

C.  Parishes  with  only  Private  Estate  Piped  Supplies — 


Lower  Machen 

36 

21 

132 

76 

Coedkernew 

37 

29 

122 

96 

Dullyrn 

88 

44 

375 

188 

Totals 

3,686 

3,149 

12,700 

10,814 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

During  the  year  1948  there  were  no  important  extensions 
or  alteration  to  the  sewerage  and  drainage  systems  in  this  area. 

Small  sewage  disposal  plants  were  constructed  at  six  of. 
the  Council’s  Housing  Estates  and  are  functioning  satidf 
factorily. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Rogerstone,  St.  Mellons,  Graig 
and  parts  of  Duffryn,  Langstone  and  Lower  Machen  Parishes 
which  are  sewered,  closets  are  mainly  on  the  Conservancy 
System. 

During  the  year  considerable  difficulty  was  experienced 
by  many  owners  of  properties  served  by  Cesspools  in  emptying 
of  same  and  for  the  satisfactory  disposal  of  the  contents.  Con- 
sequently periodical  overflowing  of  these  Cesspools  gave  rise 
to  nuisances.  In  view  of  this,  the  Council  are  considering  the 
institution  of  a Cesspool  Emptying  Service. 

Housing. 

Number  of  new  houses  completed  during  the  year  ...  157 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  149 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities  ...  . 4.  Nil 

(iii)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons  ...  ...  8 

1 —  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year: 

( I ) (a)  dotal  number  of  dwelling  houses  in- 

spected for  housing  defects  (under  Pub- 
lic Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  134 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  pur- 
pose ...  ...  ...  ...  213 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 

habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

2 —  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service 
of  Formal  Notice: 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  repaired  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 

Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  58 
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3 — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year: 


(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: 

( I ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  Formal  Notices: 

(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
Owners 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


4 — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

( I ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
r-pitiedied  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  22 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  Formal  Notices: 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  22 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply  . — A large  proportion  of  the  milk  produced 
in  the  District  is  sold  in  Cardiff  and  Newport  Areas. 

There  are  280  registered  wholesale  producers  of  Milk  in 
the  Council  Area,  and  I 2 I milk  retailers. 

Routine  visits  of  inspection  of  Dairy  Farms,  Cowsheds 
and  Dairies  were  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Ice  Cream. — All  premises  where  ice  cream  is  sold  were 
inspected  during  the  year  and  advice  given  where  necessary  in 
order  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  IceCream  (Heat 
Treatment)  Regulations,  1947,  and  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938. 

Unfortunately,  due  to  the  lack  of  necessary  equipment 
at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  it  was  not  possible  to  submit 
samples  for  bacteriological  examination.  This  equipment  has 
now  been  installed. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

All  cases  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  are  visited  and 
investigated  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  after  the  receipt  of  a 
Notification.  Where  necessary,  arrangements  are  made  for  the 
removal  of  the  patient  to  an  Isolation  Hospital,  if  accommod- 
ation is  available. 
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1 he  examination  of  pathological  and.  bacteriological 
specimens  is  carried  out  at  the  Laboratory,  County  Hall,  New- 
port, by  the  Medical  Research  Council  on  behalf  of  the  Min- 
istry of  Health. 


Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin  is  supplied  free  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation.  During  the  year  1948,  a further 
63  children  were  immunised. 


No.  of  children  under  5 years  ...  ...  49 

No.  of  children  between  5 and  15  years...  14 

There  were  no  notifications  of  Diphtheria  received  dur- 
ing the  year. 


TUBERCULOUS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1948. 


Age 


New  Cases 

Non-  j^g 
Pulmonary  [Pulmonary  g 


groups 

M. 

F. 

J M. 

F.  1 

H 

0- 1  years 

1- 5  „ 

... 

1 

... 

i 

5-15  „ 
15-25  „ 

1 

1 

i 

1 

4 

25-35  „ 

1 

2 

. . 

1 

4 

35-45  „ 

1 

• . . 

1 

45-65  „ 

1 

... 

.. 

1 

65  and  up 

... 

... 

Total 

4 

4 

i 

2 

11 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 


Deaths 

Non- 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 


1 

i 

1 

i 

The  incidence  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  compares 
favourably  with  other  areas.  There  is  a slight  decrease  in  the 
prevalence  of  the  disease.  I I cases  having  been  notified,  as 
compared  with  15  in  1947.  Hospital  facilities  are  still  very  in- 
adequate, due  to  lack  of  accommodation  and  shortage  of  nurs- 
ing staff. 

Notifications  are  in  nearly  all  cases  received  from  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 

There  is  nothing  requiring  special  note  of  an  industrial 
character,  or  in  conditions  of  employment,  predisposing  to 
Tuberculosis. 
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Tuberculosis  is  not  included  in  this  summary. 


Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis 
Regulations,  1925). 


Under  these  regulations  a person  suffering  from  Tuber^. 
culosis  is  prohibited  from  engaging  in  an  occupation  which  i^^ 
volves  the  handling  of  milk  by  him  under  such  conditions  as 
to  create  a danger  of  infection  of  the  milk. 


It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under 
these  regulations. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936  (Section  172). 


No  action  was  taken  under  Section  I 72  for  compulsory 
removal  to  hospital  of  any  infectious  persons  suffering  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  Under  this  enactment  a Local 
Authority  are  empowered  to  apply  to  a Court  of  Summary 
Jurisdiction  for  an  Order  for  the  removal  of  any  person  suffer- 
ing from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  who  is  in  an  infectious  state, 
for  his  detention  and  maintenance  therein  for  such  period  not 
exceeding  three  months  as  the  Court  thinks  fit. 

Food  Poisoning.  There  were  no  cases  of  Food  Poisoning 
reported  during  the  year. 

1 am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

KENNETH  P.  GILES,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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MAGOR  & ST.  MELLONS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Magor  and 
St.  Mellons  Rural  District  Council. 

1 beg  to  submit  herewith  a brief  Report  of  the  Sanitary 
and  other  work  carried  out  during  the  year  ended  3 1st  Decem- 
ber, 1948. 

148  Notices  or  informal  intimations  concerning  various 
nuisances  and  the  abatement  of  same  were  sent  during  the  year. 


The  slight  improvement  in  the  supply  of  building 
materials  and  the  availability  of  labour  reduced  the  amount 
of  time  and  work  spent  in  affecting  essential  repairs  to  houses. 
Should  the  position  in  regard  to  materials  and  labour  continue 
to  improve,  then  the  owners  of  many  properties  on  which  very 
little  repair  work  has  been  done  in  the  last  9 years,  will  be  able 
to  execute  some  much  needed  minor  repairs  and  improve- 
ments. 

Two  “unfit”  and  unoccupied  houses  previously  dealt 
with  by  the  Council,  and  scheduled  for  demolition  proceed- 
ings under  the  Housing  Acts,  were  repaired,  and  put  in  a ten- 
antable  condition,  for  temporary  re-occupation  subject  to  a 
licence  from  the  Council. 


Several  verminous  premises  respecting  which  complaints 
were  received  were  dealt  with  effectively. 


House  Refuse  Collection. 

A weekly  collection  of  House  Refuse  is  carried  out  by 
Private  Contract  in  the  Parishes  of  Henllys  and  Lower  Machen. 

In  the  Parishes  of  Rogerstone,  Graig,  Duffryn,  Marshfield, 
St.  Mellons,  Llanwern,  Langstone  and  Magor,  the  work  is 
carried  out  by  the  Council  by  direct  labour.  A weekly  collec- 
tion service  is  maintained  in  the  Parishes  of  Rogerstone,  Graig, 
Duffryn,  Llanwern  and  St.  Mellons  and  a fortnightly  service 
in  the  remainder.  In  addition  removal  of  refuse  from  the  Cardiff 
Royal  Infirmary  Convalescent  Home  at  St.  Mellons  and  six 
former  military  camps  now  occupied  by  civilians,  are  included 
in  the  Council’s  service  which  is  supervised  by  the  Engineer 
and  Surveyor. 

Disposal  is  by  means  of  tipping  at  Rogerstone,  Marsh- 
field and  Magor,  and  occasioned  no  serious  nuisances. 
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Summary  of  Inspections,  Repairs,  etc. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  and 
inspections  made  during  the  year: — 


Houses  repaired 

1 10 

Additional  light  and  ventilation  in  rooms  ... 

1 _ 

Moors  of  living  rooms  relaid  or  repaired  ... 

14  f } 

Forecourts,  or  backyards  to  houses  newly  paved 

or  repaired 

3 

Rainwater  troughing  and  downpipes  repaired 

or  renewed  (premises) 

62 

Roofs  repaired 

76 

Damp  walls  repaired  and  remedied... 

14 

Inspections  following  complaints 

136 

Various  nuisances  abated  ... 

59 

New  drains  to  houses 

7 

Drains  repaired 

42 

Wells  repaired 

1 

Premises  provided  with  more  adequate  supply 

of  water 

6 

Domestic  water  supply  pipes  repaired 

42 

Drains  cleared 

8 

W.C’s.  repaired 

18 

Defective  flush  tanks  replaced  by  new 

12 

Flush  tanks  repaired 

25 

New  W.C.  pans  provided  ... 

8 

Cesspools  cleansed 

21 

New  Cesspools  constructed 

2 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919 
Infestation  Order,  1943. 

Treatment  with  prebaiting  and  poison  baiting  was  con- 
tinued in  the  Magor  and  St.  Mellons  Rural  District  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Government  Rodent  Destruction  Campaign  and 
in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  Ministry  of  h ood  In- 
festation Branch. 

The  sewers  were  given  one  maintenance  treatment  during 
the  year. 

Throughout  the  year  the  Council’s  Rodent  Operative  car- 
ried out  investigations  and  treatment  at  the  refuse  tips  at 
Rogerstone,  Marshfield  and  Magor.  In  addition  attention  was 
devoted  to  camps  now  used  as  temporary  living  accommo- 
dation, where  the  communal  method  of  living  and  habits  of 
some  of  the  occupants  predispose  to  infestation. 
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Also  all  complaints  by  householders  were  investigated, 
and  in  the  majority  of  instances  were  dealt  with  effectively. 

In  cases  where  the  infestation  was  upon  farm  premises, 
the  Rodent  Destruction  Officer  of  the  Mon.  A.E.C.  was  con- 
sulted and  the  necessary  work  carried  out  by  the  Mon.  A.E.C. 

% Certain  parts  of  the  District  boundary  were  treated  at  in- 
tervals with  the  co-operation  and  assistance  of  neighbouring 
Authorities. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

All  cases  of  notified  Infectious  Diseases  were  visited  ana 
investigated,  and  terminal  disinfection  carried  out. 

Visits  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  23 

Patients  removed  to  hospital  ...  ...  6 


Water  Supplies. 

Number  of  houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 

(i)  Direct  to  the  houses  ...  ...  3,006 

(ii)  By  means  of  stand-pipes  ...  8 

Approximate  population  supplied  by  public  water  mains: 

(i)  Direct  to  the  house  ...  ...  1,029  8 

(ii)  By  means  of  stand-pipes  ...  26 


Piped  Supplies. 


No. 


Satisfactory 

Bacteriological  examination  of 

raw  water  ...  ...  3 

Bacteriological  examinations 

of  treated  water  ...  7 

Chemical  analyses  ...  ...  3 


No. 

Unsatisfactory 

Nil 

I 

Nil 


These  samples  were  taken  from  the  Council’s  Reservoir, 
Castleton,  private  reservoirs;  Newport  Corporation  “ Main  ” 
Supply  in  the  Rural  Disrtict. 


Appropriate  action  was  taken  when  necessary  on  Reports 
received  upon  the  samples  submitted  for  analysis. 

151  connections  from  the  Council  and  the  Newport  Corp- 
oration water  mains  were  carried  out  during  the  year;  of  this 
number  I 46  connections  were  to  new  houses  occupied  during 
the  year. 
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Shops  Act. 

No  action  was  takeji  during  the  year  under  the  Shops 
Act,  1934,  relating  to  ventilation,  temperature  and  sanitary 
conveniences. 


Slaughterhouses. 

In  consequence  of  centralised  slaughtering  having  been 
introduced  throughout  the  country  by  the  Ministry  of  Food 
under  their  scheme  of  Livestock  and  Meat  Control,  no 
slaughtering  of  animals  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year  in 
the  slaughter-houses  in  this  Rural  District. 


Eight  applications  were  received  for  slaughtermen’s 
licences,  under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  for  pigs  only, 
and  annual  licences  were  granted  in  each  case  by  the  Council. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

139  lbs.  of  butter,  35  lbs.  cheese  and  11  lbs  of  tinned  food- 
stuffs, were  found  on  inspection  and  examination  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption. 


Milk  Supply. 

Inspections  of  the  Cowsheds,  Dairies,  etc.,  in  the  Council’s 
area  were  carried  out  during  the  year,  and  representations  made 
to  the  persons  responsible  regarding  any  insanitary  conditions, 
etc.,  requiring  to  be  remedied. 

Number  of  Producers  and/or  Wholesale 

Traders  on  the  Register  .. . ...  ...  280 

Number  of  Retail  Purveyors  on  the  Register 

31-12-48  121 

(Of  this  number  65  are  also  Registered  as  Producers). 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

New  buildings  for  cooling  and  storing  milk,  etc. 
Cowsheds  repaired 

New  floors  constructed  or  repaired  ... 

Increased  light  and  ventilation  ...  ... 

Drains  provided  or  repaired  ... 

More  adequate  water  supply  provided 
Representations  as  to  limewashing  & cleansing 


3 

3 

4 
I 

5 

6 
29 
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Milk  Samples — Bacteriological  Examination. 

During  the  year  66  routine  samples  of  bulk  milk  sup- 
plies were  collected  in  various  parts  of  the  Rural  District  for 
bacteriological  examination  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

These  routine  samples  are  taken  primarily  for  the  pur- 
pose of  detecting  any  Tubercle  Bacilli  present  in  the  milk,  or 
any  manurial  or  other  contamination. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  bacteriological  stand- 
ard of  these  66  bulk  samples  examined  at  the  County  Lab- 
oratory : — 

50  samples  conformed  to  a satisfactory  standard  of 
bacteriological  purity. 

1 6 samples  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

The  approximate  basis  on  which  raw  milk  is  judged  is 
that  laid  down  for  Accredited  Milk,  which  requires  that  the 
sample  shall  not  contain  the  coliform  bacillus  in  0.0  I ml  and 
that  it  shall  not  decolourise  methylene  blue  in  5^  hours  from 
the  1st  November  to  the  30th  April,  and  4^  hours  from  the 
1st  May  to  the  31st  October. 

To  comply  with  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regu- 
lations 1936-1946,  Pasteurised  Milk  and  Heat  Treated  Milk 
must  not  give  a reading  of  more  than  2.3  Lovibond  blue  units 
in  the  phosphatase  test,  and  must  not  decolourise  methylene 
blue  in  30  minutes. 

1 remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

IDRIS  JAMES, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1948, 
for  the  Rural  District  of  Magor  & St.  Mellons’ 
in  the  County  of  Monmouth. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  i \ 

of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


1.— INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS 
A8  TO  HEALTH. 

(including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


M/c 

N umber 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

line 

No. 

2 

on 

Register 

3 

Inspect- 

ions 

4 

1 Written 
Notices 
1 5 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

6 

1.  — Factories  in  which  Sectians 
1,  2,  3.  4 & 6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

i 

42 

51) 

Nil 

Nil 

2. — Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
to  which  Section  7 applies, 
(a)  Subject  to  the  Local 
Authorities  (Transfer  of 
Enforcement)  Order,  11)38. 

•2 

1) 

4 

1 

Nil 

(b)  Others 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

3. — Other  Premises  under  the 
Act  (excluding  out-workers’ 
premises.) 

Total 

4 

51 

63 

1 

Nil 

2. — CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Particulars. 

11) 

M/c 

Line 

No. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found. 

Numberof 
cases  in 
which  pro- 
secutions 
were 

instituted 

7 

Found 

3 

Remedied 

4 

Referred 
to  II. M. 
Inspector 

5 

13y  H,M. 
Inspector 

6 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.I) 

5 

9 

2 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

t> 

Nil. 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

7 

Nil. 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4) 

8 

Nil. 

Ineffective  drainage  of  lioors  (S. 6) 

9 

Nil. 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

10 

2 

2 

Unsuitable  or  Defective 

11 

Nil. 

Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

12 

Nil. 

Other  offences  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  homework) 

13 

Nil. 

Total 

4 

4 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

